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January 2, 2018:
Attendees: Charlene Pierce, Jonathan Penrice, Brian Schachtsick, Fred and Vangie Ripp, Scott
Ness, Judie Imel, and Allen Dozler
We had a discussion about Father Augustine DeNoble, O.S.B., who had written a book, “Early
Mt. Angel – It's People and Events” published in 2016. It had been translated from an old
German newspaper. The compilation was intended to present some of the history of Mount
Angel Abbey, but also includes other facts of the lives of the people of the area and many short
obituaries. We discussed obtaining a copy of this book for the Archives.
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February 6, 2018:
Attendees: Charlene Pierce, Jonathan Penrice, Brian Schachtsick, Fred and Vangie Ripp, Gary
Gries and his wife, Cheryl [Owen] Gries, and Carol Zolkoske
Vangie brought in some small metal bells that came from the bell tower. They are connected
together and we wondered if they might have been used in the church.
Vangie also brought in a book from Madeline Rose Lear. Madeline had done a thesis, through
Harvard, called, “Bodies, Blood, and Her Beloved” Obedience and Devotion in the Spirituality of
an American Catholic Sister” “1869 – 1973.” This took a look at the life of Sister Johanna
Silbernagel. According to Carol Zolkoske, she had TB as a child and would often sleep in a tree
because of her illness. It's an interesting note that many people came to Oregon in those early
years to escape TB.
We suddenly became aware of the necessity of keeping up with technology because our 2008
interviews that are stored on CD's and DVD's will not play on our computer. I guess we are
going to need a dedicated player, but we really need to start considering an upgrade to some of
our stored data. We still have some things on VHS and those will need to be transferred to a
newer form of data storage.
There was a discussion about “old” Tony Zurfluh. Apparently, there was a mystery about his
disappearance. I may not have the story straight, but after his wife's death, he went into

depression, leaving home one day in his car, never to be seen or heard from again. And his car
was never found. We speculated that this might have been in the 1970's ? Maybe someone
can fill in information about this mystery?
It might have been Carol who mentioned that Kathlene [Etzel] Manning was born in the Brown
House in Stayton. There exists a list of people born in this house, but it's probably not complete.
If anyone knows of people who were born in this historic house, please contact either Carol
Zolkoske ( Carolz@wvi.com ) or Charlene (at 503-508-0312 or Nwodyssey@gmail.com).
Jonathon Penrice and Gary Gries (from Medford) are together, planning to interview and video
record the thoughts and lives of some of the older families in the area. This is a project that
Henry Strobel had started back in the 2007 – 2008 era. We'd like to continue this project, so
we've gathered some possible candidates to be interviewed for their personal and historical
knowledge.
If anyone has knowledge of the “orphan trains” called such for bringing orphaned babies on a
train from N.Y. or other places east and sent them out west. There was a baby with the family
name of “Starr” on one of these trains who was taken in by the Welter family in the 1880's.
Again, this is a story that we would like to know more about. Please contact us and come to our
now once-a-month meetings on the first Tuesday, or call, text or email Charlene Pierce (503508-0312) to make an appointment at your convenience.
On February 13, Charlene kept an appointment to meet with Father Augustine DeNobles O.S.B.
at the Abbey in Mount Angel. He had written aa book called, “Early Mount Angel.” It was a
collection of news items from a German newspaper called, “St. Joseph's Blatt.” It was translated
into English and then compiled into this book, published in 2016. We now have a this book in
the St. Boniface Archives.
On February 15, we opened the archives for a special meeting with Paul Aniotzbehere and his
wife, Pat, who made a long drive down from Port Townsend, Washington.
Paul's great uncle, Paul Parker, was one of two sons from the marriage of John Parker and
Amanda Hobson. This is the same family name, for which the town of Sublimity was once
called, Hobson's Corner ! Paul Parker and his brother Garth passed away years ago but left
behind many documents relating to California and Oregon history. He brought down several
bibles from the early 1800’s belonging to the Hobson family. Birth, death, marriage dates are
recorded in one of them. He also had a photo album of the Hobson family. It's an interesting
note that the Aniotzbehere family changed its name in 1933 to “Ansberry,” but Paul has since
changed his family name back to “Aniotzbehere.” The culture and history of this name goes
back to the Basque people of France and Spain. An indigenous people inhabiting adjacent
areas of Spain and France. Their history is therefore interconnected with Spanish and French
history and also with the history of many other past and present countries, particularly in Europe
and the Americas.
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