From clarinet to lariat
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STAYTON - Elmer and Shirley Etzel will be standing tall at the Portland International
Livestock Show October 7.
That's the day they will receive the Standard Of Perfection award for 1988 from the
Oregon Polled Hereford Association. It is an honor that reflects on the couple's success as
cattlemen and contributions to the beef industry.
The Etzels raise Polled Herefords, hay and timber on their 230 acres near Fern
Ridge Road. The farm was originally purchased by Elmer Etzel's grandfather and has been
in the family ever since. The land has also been used to raise strawberries, grass seed
and grain but, according to Etzel (the ground is best suited to timber, livestock and
forage production.
"When you cultivate the ground on the hills around here, it tends to erode," he
says. "I don't want that so we changed the program to satisfy that need. Besides that," he
adds, I like cattle."
While the Etzels are considered by their peers to be successful "small-scale"
cattlemen, there is more to this couple than generally meets the eye. Both, for instance,
are trained as classical musicians. Shirley is a pianist and Elmer's forte is the clarinet.

The Etzels met at music school in Portland. They were married in 1947 and had
made plans for musical careers. Elmer, whose interests were in jazz and classical clarinet,
even played with the Portland Symphony for a while. Their goals were clear, but not set in
concrete.
In 1950, the musicians became farmers. They moved to the ranch where Elmer had
been born and took over its operations. His father had purchased Paris Woolen Mills and
moved to Stayton to be close to Ihe business.
For Shirley, the move to the farm was something of a culture shock. "It was strange
at first, being from the city and all," remembers Shirley. "But after a while we realized ,
there was an interest in music in the canyon area and I , could combine my love of the
piano with the farm, I began to teach the piano and now I have 30 students a week." !
After the move to the farm the clarinet was slowly replaced with a lariat. Today, the
woodwind spends most of its time in a case. "It needs a little work," says Etzel, "but I'm
pretty busy with all my other activities to spend much time playing it."
All the other activities include writing for three cattle-related magazines and taking
part in many of the industry's activities. He is past president of the Western Oregon Polled
Hereford Association, (Western now removed from name) and was a director in the
organization for about 13 years. The couple also published Oregon Polled Hereford
newspaper for several years before it was acquired by the Klamath Falls Herald and News.
"One of the reasons for being honored with this SOP award is because of our efforts
to promote the breed," he says. "We helped with the OPHA newsletter for years and have
always been very active in the industry. That, coupled with our efforts to increase the
quality of our breeding stock, has prompted the award. We are very proud."
Over the years, the Etzels have seen the rise and fall of the industry and now are seeing
a distinct recovery. "The pendulum is beginning to swing back after years of a downward
turn," Elmer says. "People are seeing the benefits to having beef in their diets and
beginning to consume more. Couple that with industry's desire to produce a leaner, more
healthful product and I think we will continue to see a strong industry."

See 1994 photo next page (not from this article)

