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Please read this first.
  
I first encountered this little book as a young boy on an after school visit to the  juvenile section of the 
Tell City, Indiana Public Library. No, it has nothing to do with the Strobel Books on Violin Making, but it 
does have a special meaning for me. From the first chapter, with pioneer violin maker Jacob Stainer, 
hammer in hand, roaming the spruce forest for tonewood, I was hooked. This story, and it is a story, a novel,
a romance, was my seminal inspiration to become a violin maker.  This was seventy some years ago.

About twenty years ago it caught my eye on a bookseller's list and of course, not having expected to ever 
see it again, I bought it. I did not reread it at the time, feeling its work was done, but noted that my copy 
was signed by Menard  A. [Anthony] Goetz, who was  himself a violin maker. Maybe some of you knew 
him? According to Thomas Wenberg in The Violin Makers of the United States:
“Goetz, Menard A., DeTour, MI. Born in 1893. Studied making with Laberte
in Mirecourt. [France, emigrated to the USA] Strad and Guarneri models.
Own varnish based on a formula of Jacob Stainer. Still making in 1965. 
[died 1985.]” Well, that is irrelevant. Still, at least one other violin maker
had read this book. It's also in the Herbert K. Goodkind bequest collection at Oberlin University.

Now, in 2013, I finally got around to reading it again. I discovered I had become more sophisticated since 
the fourth grade. I cringed at its outrageous tales of Nicolo Amati and his famous students. Should I really 
share this book? Might it prove a professional embarrassment? Well, here it is. It was in an inspirational 
series for youth (more popular then than now). It should not be mistaken for history or lutherie, although it 
does contain elements of each, introducing several of the important early violin makers as encountered by 
Matthias Klotz, founder of the Mittenwald school. Modern readers may rebel at the super-saccharine style –
but give it a try. It's very rare now although not when it was published in 1905 at forty-five cents postpaid. 
This pdf edition is free. Enjoy it, pass it on, including this page, but don't sell it!

With best wishes,

Henry Strobel

“The vast importance and unusual popularity of the figure of Matthias Klotz can be recognized through the 
fact that the Mittenwald violin maker was used as the hero of a number of trivial novels (for example, from 
Ludwig Ganghofer or Otto Schaching) – a tribute that has otherwise been reserved for a few great masters 
like Stradivari, Guarneri or Stainer.”

http://www.henrystrobel.com/

























































































































































































































































































































